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cc I dressed," he told his faithful family audience,
" and put on the white gloves of my second
Viennese concert." Clearly, the occasion was
important. At the Prince's house he found a
small but distinguished company - princes,
princesses, a Saxon general, an English sea-cap-
tain and several young men of fashion. With
these he passed a pleasant evening during which
he improvised upon a theme from Rossini's Moses.
All were delighted, -especially the Saxon general.

As a result of that evening, Chopin carried
another letter of introduction with him to Dres-
den. Here he completed a hurried programme
of sight-seeing, including the picture gallery, an
exhibition of produce, the principal gardens, and,
of course, the theatre, where he was fortunate
enough to see Goethe's Faust. Together with
entfactes from Spohr's opera of the same name,
the production occupied about five hours, and
for this he waited in a queue for one hour and a
half. " It's a terrible fantasy but a great one,"
was the postscript he hastily added to his family
letter.

He arrived home on September 12. For all his
impatient longing to rejoin his family, he was
quickly overtaken by a desire to travel again. He
was unsettled. On the one hand he was anxious
not to spend the winter in Warsaw ; on the other
hand there were various works, planned and
partly composed, which could only be completed
in the retreat of his home. But could Warsaw be
a retreat with the persistence of a distraction ?